
Large Whorled Pogonia
goorchids.northamericanorchidcenter.org

tw
ee

ze
rs

tweezers

9.

Orange arrows indicate 
where you can gently 

curl the paper around a 
pencil or similar object.
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Slide the leaves around 
the stem and  have the 

slit lock. No glue 
required.

Curl the 
column 
before 
placing the 
shape.

Stem goes 
through two 
slits. No glue 

required.
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The goal of the North American Orchid 
Conservation Center (NAOCC), established by 
the Smithsonian Institution and the United 
States Botanic Garden, is to 
assure the survival of native 
orchids in the U.S. and Canada.
To learn more about NAOCC 
and what you can do for orchid 
conservation, visit:

www.northamericanorchidcenter.org

Large Whorled Pogonia
Isotria verticillata

The Large Whorled Pogonia 
is common in the mixed, 
moist forests throughout 
the central and eastern 
United States but is rare at 
the edges of its range.

This orchid has not been seen in Canada 
for 20 years and is one of Florida’s most 
endangered orchids. The single flower 
has yellowish green petals, purple sepals 
and a pale lip often striped with purple. 
The purplish brown stem distinguishes 
this orchid from its relative, the federally 
threatened Small Whorled Pogonia, 
Isotria medeoloides. The Large Whorled 
Pogonia forms colonies that seem to 
move across the forest floor at a turtle’s 
pace, travelling 2 feet in 10 years. 
Expanding into new areas, the Pogonia 
colony finds new resources that are 
depleted at the original site.

To learn more about the Large Whorled 
Pogonia, scan the QR code with your phone 
or visit the species page on Go Orchids at
goorchids.northamericanorchidcenter.org
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Paper is fragile so be gentle when you push out 
the shapes. Construct the separate pieces 

before assembling them together.
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This is what the paper Large Whorled Pogonia 
will look like when built:
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